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hardly expect to rule with gentleness and scrupulous legality. Of Lord Deputy Falkland, left as a legacy to Charles, there were ugly stories. Charles ordered an inquiry into his method of " planting " Wicklow; he was told that the lawyers had indicted a Wicklow magnate for conspiracy; that some of them hoped for a share of his land; that they had extracted their evidence from condemned felons by a promise of pardon, and from one unwilling Irishman by the simple expedient of putting him on a red-hot grid. Falkland, perhaps innocent himself, protested against inquiry and was removed. There was delay in finding a successor. One peer refused the work; he had been in Ireland before. Then Charles sent Wentworth.
Wentworth had just married again, and he liked his work at York, but he accepted the post. He made conditions—a free hand, no backstairs work at Whitehall, no places or pickings for courtiers. He brought two Yorkshiremen with him, one, Wandesford, to be the only Englishman for whose death the Irish raised a keening. He found the resident officials " a company of men the most intent on their own ends that ever I met with." The Government was Protestant, and it was strangling the Protestant Church with corruption. It had no right in Ireland but the right of conquest, and it was letting its army go to rack and ruin. Its revenue depended largely on trade, and trade was at the mercy of local pirates. Wentworth crossed the Irish Sea in safety, but the pirates got £2500 worth of his baggage. Lord Cork met him on the quay, all smiles and courtesy. Wentworth went up to Dublin Castle, reviewed the situation, and rolled up his sleeves.
The castle was mildewed and ruinous. The kitchen poured smoke into his study. Here he sat and watched an old lean horse outside the window, cropping the meagre grass while its legs,sank slowly into bog; from time to time it struggled free and tried a new place. Wentworth

